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Trust  
By: Amber Hanophy 
 
My sister hugged her knees 
Ever so close to her chest, 
Clutching her stuffed bear  
And dad’s favorite green checkered flannel. 
 
While my brother  
Couldn’t keep his hands away from his face 
And thought he was clever 
For hiding the car keys 
Underneath the worn leather couch. 
 
My mother yelled, 
“Don’t go, please stay,” 
With mascara tinted tears  
Running down her chin. 
When he came out, 
Suitcase in hand, 
He turned away, 
And not saying a word. 
 
I sat on the furthest chair 
And picked at the broken skin  
On my left pointer finger, 
Refusing to meet my little sister’s eyes 
Or console my younger brother through 
His tears. 
 
Gently,  
He retrieved his flannel 
And located the car keys. 
I didn’t say a word,  
I couldn’t, 
Without breaking my mask. 
I only watched, 
As he shut the door behind him. 
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